
Anti Terrorism Traffic Regulation Order  

Below is a brief summary of the key points of Blackpool’s proposed ATTRO  

ATTROs are made to provide a statutory basis for prohibiting or restricting the use of named 

roads / streets by implementing physical security measures to control the movement of 

vehicles and pedestrians. These measures are intended to prevent or minimise the risk from 

vehicle borne terrorist attacks, or ambulant terrorist attacks.  

This would involve things like, road closures, footway closures, the clearing of parked vehicles 

from streets in and around the venue or incident location. The ATTRO would also be used to 

support the logistical efforts of Policing and casualty evacuation, by allowing the key routes 

to and from the incident area to be cleared and maintained as a priority, enabling the support 

needed a direct and unhindered route to the incident and equally as important a direct and 

unhindered route for casualties to leave the area and receive medical attention. 

The area the ATTRO covers is large, this is necessary as it includes all of Blackpool’s key 

publically accessible sites, the key network routes to and from the Hospital and the key routes 

to and from the M55, access and egress from an incident site is paramount to ensure the best 

outcomes with regard to public safety, Policing and the casualties at the scene.      

Blackpool’s ATTRO is permanent and sits in readiness to support the introduction of 

temporary measures. An ATTRO can only be made by a traffic authority on the 

recommendation of a Chief Officer of Police. Lancashire’s Chief Officer has written to 

Blackpool’s Chief Executive requesting an ATTRO.  The ATTRO is permanent but the measures 

it’s used to introduce are temporary in nature. 

The use of the powers contained in the ATTRO will be strictly controlled and proportionate to 

the incident, the minimum number of streets will be restricted for the minimum length of 

time, and only what’s necessary to address the needs of an incident, only for the maximum 

amount of time needed to address an incident.  The ATTRO can only be used in relation to the 

specific threat of terrorism or to deal with a terrorist incident. It cannot be used for any other 

reason.  

ATTROs have a range of powers 

 They can provide for the installation of permanent vehicle control measures; 

 They can provide for the installation of temporary vehicle control measures; 

 They can provide for the installation of permanent vehicle control measures for later 

use, for example at times of raised threat or for specific events. These measures may 

include, for example, the installation of rising security bollards around a town centre 

used only when a secure conference is being hosted, i.e. whilst the bollard installation 

is permanent, its use is temporary; 

 Enable the commencement, suspension or resumption of provisions. The provisions 

also allow for the discretion of a Constable to apply, or not to apply, a provision of an 

ATTRO; 

 Prohibit parking on a road, for example near a vulnerable site; 



 Restrict pedestrian access to premises in roads affected. 

 A Constable can also authorise another person e.g. a suitably trained and briefed local 

authority operative to operate a gate to allow an authorised vehicle or person to 

enter. 

 

Details of the specific activity that will be undertaken during the course an incident will 

depend upon direction given by the Police Strategic Commander following the 

recommendations of the CT SecCo (Counter Terrorism Security Coordinator).  

 

Before any person authorised by a Constable as described in an ATTRO is deployed on an 

activity concerned with regulating traffic and implementing physical security measures 

the Lancashire Police Strategic Commander will provide the described person with a 

Tasking Document that will detail the proposed extent and provisions of the ATTRO. It will 

also detail the powers allowing them to be there or not and the powers they are using to 

restrict traffic (vehicles, pedestrians or both).  

 

It will be understood and agreed that whilst engaged in any activity relating to regulating 

traffic and implementing physical security measures as detailed in the ATTRO nominated 

persons will adhere to protocols shown below. Any change from these protocols can only 

be authorised in writing by Lancashire Constabulary: 

 

 The agreed location and means of contacting any described person during 

these deployments. 

 The minimum number of staff to be deployed at all times in and around 

the immediate vicinity of any identified traffic / pedestrian control points, 

or other named location in the ATTRO. 

 The correct dress and PPE to be worn by all staff during these 

deployments. 

 Actions to be taken by any described person upon a suspected breach of 

the ATTRO. 

 Whether any other specific non-ATTRO related security tasks might also 

be undertaken. However, this will only be done after full consultation by 

the CT SecCo with stakeholders. This tasking will then be specifically 

monitored by the Strategic Commander or nominated person to ensure 

that core ATTRO objectives are not neglected. 

 Whether equipment capturing still and video imagery will be worn by any 

described persons during these deployments. 

 

No described person is to operate any type of physical security measures deployed as part 

of an ATTRO unless they have been trained and / or briefed in their use. 

If any consultation is required prior to the commencement of the ATTRO the CT SecCo 

must liaise with the appropriate person within the relevant organisation prior to the 

deployment providing their written notification for the tasking to take place. 



 

It is understood and agreed that whilst engaged in any activity relating to regulating traffic 

and implementing physical security measures as detailed in the ATTRO described persons 

are authorised to be lawfully carrying out this function under the authority, and at the 

request of the Strategic Commander / Police.  

No described person engaged on regulating traffic and implementing physical security 

measures as detailed in the ATTRO will enter any private property, or other operational 

areas, save with the express consent of the Strategic Commander, and / or in exceptional 

circumstances (which the described person must justify).   

 

No described person involved in regulating traffic and implementing physical security 

measures as detailed in the ATTRO will undertake any action or role likely to deliberately 

cause unnecessary alarm or distress to the public. 

 

The ATTRO supports the key Policing needs of an organised event or an unplanned 

incident only in relation to terrorism. Records of all use of the ATTRO will be recorded by 

Lancashire Police, all ATTRO enactment will be reviewed on a 12 monthly basis. The 

review will be made in partnership with Lancashire Police and Blackpool Council 

representatives. The review will focus on proportionality and effectiveness of use, from 

this review any points raised would be addressed jointly by Lancashire Police and 

Blackpool Council. 

 

 


